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THE following intereſfling Produftion, 
{which appeared at different times in 
the Public Advertiſer was read with ſo 


nuch Avidity, and commended with ſo 
5 much N. armth, that the Publ. Per, in com- 
; pliance with the Wi: 72 of ſeveral reſpectable 7 
Gentlemen, who were defirous of reſcuing it 


from the common Fate of Fugitive Pieces, 


| 4was induced to collect its ſeveral Parts; and ; 
be Now preſents it entire to the Public, cor- 


rected 4 the Author, 
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5 AMERICAN DISPUTES. 


-— y MOOR fatality 3 it W that | | 


this Nation has ſeldom been exempt 


from a plot, inſurrection, rebellion, or 
; revolution, beyond a ſpace of thirty years? 
The feveriſh conſtitution of the State, like 
5 chat of the body, ſeems to require a 
2 copious blood-letting at certain periods. 
The reſtleſs turn of our people gives them 
_— a8 


{8 1 
as great a ſurfeit of peace and tranquillity, 
as of war and miſery. Eo ventum eft, ut 


nec bellum, nec pacem ferre poſſint. The 
intervention of a vaſt ocean has not been 


ſufficient to preſerve North-America from 


the infection. Various methods of cure 
have been propoſed: who can find the 


true one ? 


1 a+ confeſs myſelf t to be one e of thoſe oo 


aks wiſhed that the grand queſtion of our 
| Legiſlative Right to tax the North-Ameri- LE 


| cans had never been agitated. I thought it 


big with the fate of theſe Kingdoms, and 


trembled for the conſequences, which have 


- correſponded with my fears and predic- 8 


tions. As the tumults and confuſions 
occaſioned by the Stamp Act convinced me ; 
5 that the minds of the Americans were not 
prepared for any unuſual Impoſts, and 5 
that they had no conviction of our autho- 
rity to impoſe them, I ventured to offer ta 


the 


© & 
the Public my ideas on that ſubject; was 
in hopes that the State would have made 
an Act of Oblivion and Pardon for what 
had paſt, and did not think that the 
dignity of Parliament would have been 
hurt by the offer, or the pride of the 
Americans by the acceptance of it; for, 
as each party was ſaid to have been ſome- 


thing in the wrong, what better mode 


could we have taken for a thorou gh | recon- 


” ciliation * 


The Miniſter who. encouraged. as 
formed the Stamp Act, was a man of the 
beſt! intentions and principles, and a ſincere : 


lover of his country: he was placed at the 


1 85 head of a treaſury exhauſted by enormous 


I glory, and brought us down to the brink. 


debts and expences incurred by a war 
which raiſed us to the ſummit of external 


of internal ruin. It was thought that the 8 
Americans , who had profited moſt by the 
B 2 i 
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war, and had not only been ſaved but 
enriched by it, might and ought to con- 
tribute ſomething to leſſen thoſe debts in 
time of peace. The project was plauſi- 
ble, but ſome unlucky ſteps were taken at 
ſetting out. The Americans were diſ- 
obliged more by another regulation than 
by the Act itſelf. It did not ſeem conſiſt- 5 
ent with ſound policy to take their money, 
and at the ſame time deprive them of the 
means by which they procured it. We. 


attempted | in vain to conciliate the Court 1 


af Spain to our political views at the 
expence of our fellow ſubjects, and to 
diſſolve the Family Compact by the ſacri- 

fice of that tacit Commerce, by which ſo 


great a portion of our American Silver was N 


1 introduced. The ill humours and fer- 


ments raiſed by thoſe reſtrictions had not 
ſubſided when I viſited North-America ; 
induced to it by a curioſity to examine 

that very important and ing part of the 

Britiſh 


1 

Britiſh Empire, in contradiction, I own, 
to the prevailing taſte of the age delighting 
in nothing ſo much as the inſpection of 
ruins. A vaſt ſcene preſented itſelf : large, 
populous, and well- built cities, ſeated on 
the banks of the nobleſt ſtreams, aſto- 

niſhed the ſight; but when examined with 

a Soldier's eye, they appeared naked, 
defenceleſs, and entirely in the power of 

. our Fleets, on which they are as dependant Y 
for protection, proſperity or ruin, as an 
5 fant ! in the hands of a giant. 


Education, Learning, and the Fi ine . 
were advanced far beyond their dawn; "'Y 
Agriculture and Commerce riſing faſt to 
their meridian : nothing ſeemed on the 
decline but their Forts : the inhabitants a 
were manly and active, their courteſy ſin- 
cere, their hoſpitality far exceeding ours. 
They are expert in the uſe of Arms (the 
Quakers excepted) ; ſhooting at marks is 
Mo. their 


[0 
their conſtant diverfion in the country; 
they are uſed to it from their infancy. 


Their Militia, with a little more ſubordi- 


nation, would be formidable, and their 
1 numbers deſerving of our ſerious conſider- 
ation. They have within themſelves almoſt 
every reſource to form a great Naval Power, 
and to look forward to the dominion of 3 


| the Sea ; and to ſupply us with thoſe ma- - 


_ terials which we now ſo abſurdly purchaſe 7 
| bya loſing commerce with the Northern 
Powers of Europe. Their Sailors are 
numerous, expert, and hardy. In ſhort, 
the country is impregnated with all the 

ſeeds of a mighty Empire, waiting only N 
= the maturing hand of time and good 

7 management to bring it forth. There we 
in it great numbers of loyal ſubjects, 
affectionate to this country, and heartily 

1 diſpoſed to ſerve it in all caſes which they 
think conſiſtent with their Rights and 


Pr ivileges, 
I was 


CT YL | 
'T was alſo thoroughly convinced, from 
my converſations with many Gentlemen 
of the firſt name and property, that none 
of them entertained the moſt diſtant 
thought of withdrawing themſelves from 
their dutiful obedience to the Parent State 1 
but their common people, by being gene- 
rally Freeholders, and by their looſe forms 
of government, have a very bold, licen- 
tious, and Republican turn: they often 


awe and force their Betters into many diſ no, 


| agreeable reſolves and compliances by their 
dangerous ſpirit of inſurgency. There are 
alto many fierce untractable men, who, 
under the pretence of lopping the too lux- 
uriant and overbearing branches of Prero- 
gative, would gladly lay the axe to the 
root of the tree, and fell Monarchy to the 


ground: they entertain an hereditary ___ 


4 ſettled hatred to the Conſtitution of chis 
Country both in Church and State; are 
great declaimers uff Tyranny and Per- 


ſecution, 


#1 | 
ſecution, if offered to themſelves; but 
give them the power, and they unmaſk, 
are cruel, inſolent, and perſecuting. 


Theſe are the men we ſhould now watch 


and guard againſt, or they will renew the 
days of Cromwellian Fanaticiſm. I hope 
they have miſtaken their century, which, 
a few men excepted, has neither the De- 
ſpotiſm nor weakneſs of the laſt. But per- 


mit me to ſay, that we ourſelves have laid 


| that baſis on which the preſent oppoſition 5 


of the Americans is founded. T he nation 

was fatally divided in opinion as to the 
| Right of Taxation; it Was therefore very 

natural for them to adhere to that which 

: coincided moſt with their intereſts. I 

know of no people who ſeem fond of being 

taxed but the gs. 1 


4 as this violent and fluctuating ſtate of 
our parties, the flow and ebb of Parlia- 
mentary 


* 
mentary Authority reſembled that of the 
river near which the Members were aſ- 
ſembled; ſometimes ſwelling and over- 
flowing its proper bounds, and as often 
ſinking from its conſequence and dignity, 
and diſcloſing nothing but ſhallowneſs, 
dirt, and mud. During this low and 
unuſual receſs of Britiſh Prerogative, the 
tide turned i in favour of the Americans, 
whoſe triumph was complete over the 
Authority of this Country. Our Legiſ- + 


lature repealed the Power of Taxing them, | 


: with the ſame facility. and precipitation 
with which it had been aſſerted: their 
friends here rejoiced that they had reſiſted 
the Act, and taught them a leſſon they 


5 will not fail to repeat upon all ſimilar occa- 


ſions. Nor are we to wonder that we 

have met with ſo dangerous an oppoſition 
to our ſubſequent Acts of Parliament, 
grounded on the ſame diſputed Right of - 


Taxation. America has been encouraged to 
.-C . think 
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think ſuch refiſtance lawful and virtuous ; 


they who gave it birth may wiſh to ſee its 


death. But now it is begun, where will 


it end? One Half of the Empire is nearly 
rent from the other : what head can con- 


trive, what tongue conciliate, what hand 
reſtore, our former union ? But ſurely with 


a people thus diſpoſed to reſiſtance much : 

art and preparation were neceſſary before "8, 

| ſecond eſſay of the ſame dangerous nature 
ſhould have been attempted; yet in ſpite 


of experience, which ought to have pro- 


5 duced wiſdom, we repeated the fatal trial, 
and ruſhed again into that path, where yy 


no Miniſter had trod in * 


In the laying on at taxes the Tempers 
of men are to be conſidered, as well as the 
ſtate of their Purſes. In this Country, 
| habituated to the heavieſt Impoſts, we 


patiently bear all: the Miniſter proceeds 


accordingly with our ſpur-galled fides and 
hacknied 


WW 8 — er 
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hacknied backs; but it required the fineſt 
hand, and niceſt touch, to bend the necks 
of the Americans to this unuſual weight, 


too roughly thrown on, and as rudely 
kicked off: and ĩt ſeems very extraordinary, 


| that we ſhould never think of guiqing our 
affairs in that part of the world with the 
ſame prudence as in this. Benefits and 
Obligations conſtitute the public as well as 
_ miniſterial ſtability. An aſs loaded with | 
Gold has ſometimes effected more than an 
able General with twenty Legions. I am 
” far from thinking the Americans corrupt; N 
but I think all men ſenſible of good offices. N 
If you deſire to reap, ſhould you not ſow ? 
Of the numerous Employments and Sine- 
| cures in America, created chiefly for the 


purpoſes of Obligations and Dependenc cy, 


how few are the portion of its inhabitants! 


Some, indeed, act as Deputies to the Prin- 


cipals here, Who live at their eaſe, without 
t the leaſt attention to any part of their 


duty, 
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duty, but the Salary. The recommenda- 
tion of a Governor is rarely taken; and 
when the people find they can have no 
encouragement or reward for ſupporting 

Government, diſappointment or reſent- 
ment ſoon prompts them to an averſion or 
indifference to our concerns. They are 
quick- ſighted enough to ſee through the 
unſubſtantial power of their Rulers, ſet 


over them ſometimes more from com- 


: paſſion than true diſcernment, and whoſe 
diſtreſſes have been made an apology for 
want of education, Judgement, or abi- 1 
| lities to govern. : 


But as it is much eaſier to point out 
errors than to correct them, let us quit the 
diſagreeable topic. In this critical ſitua- 
tion of affairs, what ſteps muſt we take, 
when it is thought dangerous to proceed— 
diſgraceful to retire? Muſt the Dignity, 
Majeſty, and Authority of the State give 

way 
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way to its Commercial Intereſts, or its 


Intereſts be ſacrificed to Dignity ? 


For my own part, I am convinced that 
the Legiſlature has the {ame lawful and 
indubitable Right to tax our fellow ſub- 

jects in America, as thoſe of Cornwall or 
Wales: yet it ſhould be remembered, 5 
8 that Right and Convenience may be often 

at variance; ; which is the caſe at preſent. - 

We have many Laws yet unrepealed, the 

revival of which would cauſe infinite dif- 


turbances: we are therefore more to be 


honoured for the breach than the obſer- 
vance of them ; they remain unexerted 
and dermant. The famous 8 partan made 
the Laws of his Country feep for that day, 
when the State would have been ruined 
by : a too ſtrict nforcement of them. Can 
no Opiate of this lort be introduced? I 
have a Gentleman in my eye very proper 
to make that motion, 
N 2 When 
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When I ſay that I think we hs 
Right to tax the Americans, I muſt alſo 
confeſs I did not meet with one American 
who acknowledged that right, although 
many admitted the propriety of reſtrictions 
with regard to the Limits of their Com- 
merce. If then, among fo numerous a 
people, not one will acknowledge our 


| lawful power of Taxation, prudence ought 


to tell us that we are pucſuing too dan= 


gerous a ſyſtem in order to ſupport this 


© - T power. A Commercial Nation might aft 


as'a Commercial Individual, and weigh 


TT profit and loſs in impartial ſcales. Should 


he be dazzled and ſeduced by : an object 
where the gains are doubtful, and the da- 


mage certain, he ought to retreat in time, 
and ſave both his money and credit. 


Experience from our own blunders or 
misfortunes is bought too dear: let us 
gain it from hiſtory, and recollect the Re- 


volt 


EE 

volt of the Low Countries. The Spa- 
niards taxed the inhabitants without their 

' conſent: the Flemings pleaded Exemp- 

tions and particular Privileges, objected 

to Troops forced upon their Towns and 
Houſes; they preſented their Grievances 

at the foot of the Throne, which ſpurned 

or deſpiſed them, as coming from a people 
too inſignificant to be _—_ too feeble. 
to reſiſt. > 


"G the fide of Government appeared 
powerful F lets, and veteran Armies 1 im- 
| brued i in blood, fluſhed with former con- 
queſts, and headed by the beſt Generals 
of that age, Ama, Parma, Spinola. . 


No conteſt ſeemed at firſt more une- 
qual: yet the enthuſiaſm of Liberty, 
glowing i in the boſoms of thoſe determined 

Patriots, gloriouſiy prevailed at laſt. The 

| Spaniſharguments, of Confiſcations, Racks, 

and 
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and Gibbets, were in vain employed 
to compel them to baſe ſubmiſſion : and 
as it was the common intereſt of Europe 
to reduce the exorbitant power of that 
Crown, the weaker States availed them- 
ſelves of the lucky opportunity: we ſent 
them Money, Arms, and Soldiers : the 
views of France were the ſame; and ſuch 
f fuel was conſtantly added to that fire, as 
5 in its conſequences reduced and brought 5 


down the towering fabric of the Spaniſh 


Monarchy, erected on the miſeries of half ̃ 
mankind. 


My Countrymen! what Spain was then, 
Britain is now; when united with her : 
Colonies, the firſt and leading Power, . 

dreaded, envied, and hated, by thoſe whoſe 

: humiliation has been effected by the wiſ- 

dom of our Councils, and the bravery and 

diſcipline of our Fleets and Armies. Can 
we think then that other nations, who 
| may 
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may reap the ſame advantages from our 


diſſentions, will fail to act the ſame parts 
to our debaſement and ruin? 


If this may poſſibly be the end of our 


wide-ſpreading flame, let us haſten to 


extinguiſh it before it be too late. Let 
Both Parties liſten to the calm and diſ- 
paſſionate voice of Reaſon and Moderation. 
Should the ſword be once draw n, rage, : 
8 guilt, deſpair, may throw away the ſcab- 


bard: we know the fatal ſequel ; our 5 


15 enemies will tell i it with pleaſure. Let the 
Americans modeſtly point out their griev- 


ances, whether real or imaginary. The 

_ deliberate wiſdom of the Legiſlature may 
then conſider how far to proceed, and 
where to ſtop; ; what points may be given : 
up with grace and dignity, and in what 


points the Intereſts of our Country and the * 


Majeſty of Government muſt be main tained 
with unabating firmneſs 1 


" | wes 
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At all events it ſeems moſt neceſſary for us 
to arm powerfully by Sea. To a nation 
ſubmitting through weakneſs, every con- 
deſcenſion becomes a new cauſe of debility. 
The eaſe which one inſolent demand is 
complied with produces a freſh inſult, and 
more exorbitant demands : therefore the : 

true mode of granting the Americans any 
| favour, is, to be in a proper and reſpec- 


table poſture. to command and enforce 
obedience. 7 ol 


1 have not the leaſt ſeruple to affirm, : 


that the Boſtonians are even now guilty of 


High Treaſon: almoſt every one of their 
late actions and reſolves is an open defi- 
ance and ſtab to the authority of this coun- | 
try. It is not only the Right of Taxation 
which is diſputed, but whether the State 

has any Right to govern them at all? De 


Inperio agitur. Our Government might 
be juſtified in proceeding to the laſt ex- 


tremities 


E 
tremities againſt them; but its lenity has 
been ſuch, that the innocence of a few has 
ſaved multitudes of the guilty from con- 
dign puniſhment. We have waited, with 
the utmoſt patience and forbearance, in 
hopes that we may not be obliged to come 

to theſe terrible extremes. Military Pow- 
der is a rough medicine. Muſt we kill 

in order to cure? I flatter myſelf that both 
ſides may yet return to their old good hu- 
n and right underſtandiny 8. 


Should chaftifement become unavoid- 
able, I would employ the Sea Forces only 

on that ſervice: the Ships and Marines 

can curb Boſton. I would recall all the 
regiments now there, the Garriſon of Caſtle 


William excepted ; for, if it be the gene- 


ral ſyſtem of the Americans to reſiſt nn 


; Laws, What does the handful of troops 5 
fignify ? They are too numerous indeed 
for ambaſſadors, and too few for ſoldiers ; 
. St 52 


. 
and why not . the expence? Why 


enrich theſe turbulent people, when your 


plan is to humble them? 


The Arming of the Canadians is an 
expedient ſtill more dangerous, for rea- 
ſons too delicate for publication. A 


: well-digeſted ſyſtem and arrangement of 


our Fleet can effect every purpoſe of the 
State, will prevent our old enemies from 
a fiſhing in our troubled waters, and, if 
the Boſtonians perſevere, can prevent 
8 them from fiſhing at all, 1 am a great 
enemy to violent meaſures; ; but I know 
we have the power, ſhould we have the 


will, to enforce e ſubmiſſion, 


It it be the on 1 of the Amo- 

ricans to far ve this Country into an altera- 
tion of meaſures by a total Prohibition of 

Commerce, we ſhould mutually ſuffer, 


perhaps mutually fall; but they will periſh 


firſt, if that could be any conſolation to 


the 
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the miſerable furvivors. It would be eaſy 


for Government to ſay to them, If you 
« will not trade with us, you ſhall not 


« trade at all.” It would not be difficult 


to effect that determination by a Naval 


Blockade at particular ſtations eaſy to be 


pointed « out. 


: Should they attempt to debauch our 


Z Seamen and Soldiers by premiums to en- 
5 courage Deſertion, ſevere repriſals might 
be made: if they rob us of thoſe, who i _ 

| ſervice are the Property of the State, their 

Private Property ſhould anſwer for it. 
Proclame Freedom to their Negroes ; ; then 
| how long would they be a people? They 

would ſoon cry out for pardon, and ren 


der unto CæsAR the F Tp which are 
b Cs . 


We hove faid, that I thought the Legiſ- 
lature had as much lawful Right to tax our 
8 Fellow- 
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Fellow-SubjeQs in America, as thoſe of 


Cornwall or Wales, or any other County. 
I ſubmit my opinion to the judgment of 
the Public : thus I ſtate it. 


Let us 0 chat any five hundred 


ſubjects are determined to try their for- 


tunes elſewhere, and voluntarily emigrate 


0 to North America ; 5 1 preſume | that no 
one will deny the power of the Legiſlature 
over them at their departure, or ſay that 85 

they are more exempt from our 7. axes, 
T Tribunals, Furies, Puniſhments, than the | 
| reſt of their fellow- ſubjects whom they 
left behind. In what part of their voyage 
then does the State loſe its uſual right over 
tem? At thirty, three hundred, or three 
thouſand miles? Until ſome advocate for 

American Independency will explain this 

to my conviction, their condition ſeems 


to be juſt the ſame in America as here; 
diſtance can make no alteration. If the 
State 


Q : 
——_— * — . 
* 


« Cs 
TT ou 
I : 


TW I 


State upon their departure had promiſed 


them any particular Immunities, they 


would be in the right not to ſubmit to any 
Taxes levied upon them in breach of ſuch 


a promiſe. Let them produce this promiſe, 
or they muſt ſtill remain ſubje& to our 


Taxation. As a ſubterfuge from this argu- 


ment, they ſay we are not repreſented ; we 


do not conſent to this Tax, becauſe we are 
unrepreſented. | Whole fault is that? If 
they voluntarily) quit the Place of cheir a 
” Repreſentation | for another where 8 
Repreſentation is, how is the state to 
blame? It cannot loſe its old Authority 
over them as Subjects, becauſe they chuſe 
to remove to a greater diſtance from the 
ſeat of Goverment. It may be Lenity in 
the Legiſlature not to inſiſt upon Taxation, 96 
but ſurely the emigrants cannot claim a 
lawful exemption from it. A man may 


give up ſome advantages, in order to be 


poſſeſſed of others: he may purchaſe an 


eſtate liable to ſome diſagreeable reſtric- 


tions; 


[41] 
tions; it is his own affair, his own option: 
« Heæc eff conditio vivendi. If he alters 


things as he finds them. The Americans 
are in the ſame predicament. If, by a 
voluntary dereliction of their native coun- 


try, ſome diſadvantages may have attended 


them, I do not ſee they have any juſt 


colour or pretence | to accuſe. our Legiſla- 5 
ture of Tyranny \ or Cruelty. The Laws 
+ which bound the fathers muſt bind the 
1 ſons, unleſs the grace of Government ; 
thould indulge. them in ſome peculiar 
privileges; until theſe are granted, their 
Refi Nance 18 criminal. But there is a pre- 
vious queſtion to be put to theſe com- 
| plainants. Had they the Right of Repre- 


ſentation before their emigration ? If they 


had not, when did they acquire it ? There 
are undoubtedly many Gentlemen in Ame- 
rica of very good families; I have the 
honour to know ſeveral of them: but 


there 


his ſituation for the worſe, he muſt take 
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chere are alſo forme hundred thouſands who 


were not F recholders at the time of emi- 


gration, and af conſequence gave no more 


conſent to Taxation by Repreſentatives, 


than ſome millions of people at this day 


in Great-Britain and Ireland; but ſhould 


one million of ſubjects be induced to leave 


us, would the ſix millions remaining 
2 behind allow, that, becauſe theſe men had. 
withdrawn themſelves from the common 
burdens of the land, they were entitled 
— extract all the ſweets of Government, . 
and leave the bitter part to thoſe whom _ 
they had deſerted | ? No one could or ought 
to conſent to it, becauſe, if this reaſon- 
ing were admitted, there is an end of the 
State; every man would fly from a land 
not overflowing with honey, but with | 
i : debts and taxes. The State muſt be im- 
mortal, and be ſapported at the expence 
of all i its individuals, by impartial afſefſ- 


E ments. 


TW} 
ments. For my part, I can perceive no 
tyranny in taxing our Fellow-Subjects in 
America. Policy might perhaps induce us 
toaforbearance; there may have been errors 
in judgment, from a difference of opinions. 
But it ſeems the Numbers of the Americans 
are now made their plea againſt Taxation; 5 
they will not bear it: I believe not; but 


this is an appeal to the worll argument in 
the world, that of F orce: it is a cogent 


1 one; but if we could ſhew no better rea- 


ſon for our Right to tax them, 1 ſhould ; 


think we had engaged i in a moſt iniquitous 
cauſe. 


As the mutual calamities of our quarrel 
have been pointed out, the reflexion muſt 
come home to every breaſt, that it is 
high time to agree. I am fora TeMPLE 
of Cox coxp; he who can erect it will 
deſerve a ſtatue in its center. Rome was 


founded 


( 27 ] 
founded in the blood of brethren, Babel 
in the confuſion of tongues ; but I hope 
that We and our Fellow Subjects ſhall have 
a a cement of purer and happier materials 


and that, as one common language, de- 


ſcent, and affinity, fo one common affec= 


tion and intereſt, 07” bind and unite us 
for ever. 


VIATOR. 
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